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1. Chapter 1 


The Saunaka munis request the sage sUta to narrate the mAhAmyam of SrlvEmkaTESa 


8 FSSA coed: 

$ Još Ò% Š %8% g0 SIP DAs 

ka QV VW 

8580 SÖT Sr öde 8 oso: l-41 


SrI SaunakAdaya Ucu@h 
Srl vEmkaTESa mAhAtmyam SrinivAsa prasAdata@h 
Sripradam sarvadA sUta dayayA prOktavanasi@h--1-1 


The Saunaka munis, who were always interested in hearing the devotional topics, 
mentioned to the sage SUta that you already told us the virtues and greatness of the 
blessed Lord SrlvEmkaTE Sa. The great benevolent sage SUta (who was blessed one by 
the Lord n4rAyaNa) was the expert in narrating the pur4 NAs by exposing their intricate 
phylosophic meaning. 
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ita@h param SrInivAsa@h SrIpati@h sarvaSO hi na@h 
katham pritO BavEtsadyO hyaBIshTAni pravarshayEt— 1-2 


SrInivAsa is the Lord (svAmi) and the shelter (ASrayam) for Srllakshmi, brahma, rudra 
and other dE vAs as well as to us. What is the reason that He is so happy and content and 
yet He redeems all our boons and gives us bliss? Can you tell us the eminence 
(mAhAtmyam) of such a kind hearted Lord? 
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tadvadasva kR*ipApUrNa vEmkaTESa kathAmRitam 
Bagavan sarvatattvaj~na dayApAtram vayam tava—1-3 


You are a great mystic philosopher, person of immense knoweldge, compassionate and 
great saint. We deserve your compassion and so please once again narrate the eminence 
(mAhAtmyam) of the Lord by which we will obtain the endless bliss (mukti). 


The above three S/OKAs indicate, how the truth seekers (i.¢., the Devotees of the Lord) 
have to approach the true guru and request him to show them the right path to obtain 
mukti. 
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SrI sUta uvAca@h 


SR*iNudhvam munayO divyam sAvadhAnatayA tvidam 
yathA pR%ishTam tathaivAham vakshyAmi vacanam SuBam—1-4 


hE munis! I will tell you the divine story of the Lord which you want to hear sincerely 
and devotedly in order to get the good will of the Lord. The sUta narrates the omni- 
potential omni-presence, omni-science and supreme divine knowledge aspects of the 
Lord in the following S/OKAs. 
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vEmkaTA drisamam sthAnam brahmAmDE nAsti kimcana 
vEmkaTESasamO dEvO na BUtO na Bavishyati —1-5 


In the entire universe, there was / is / will be no equivalent place as great as 
vEmkaTAcalam. Like the Lord of vEkaTAcalam, who redeems all the sins by chanting 
His name, there was / is / will be, no other equivalent Deity as great as Him. 
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adButam cA sya caritam varNitam kEna SakyatE 
tathApi tArakam sarvapApaGnam puNyavardhanam —1-6 


The story of the Lord Sr/nivAsa is so thrilling and great that it cannot be explained by 
anybody to think of. (The purANAs say even brahma cannot dare to explain). Just by 
hearing the great story of Sr/nivAsa, one gets rid of all the sins, gets liberated from the 
cycle of births and deaths (mOksham) and also one finds his/her virtuous deeds and acts 
embellished. 
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suvicitramapUryArtham dEvarshyAdiBirAvR^itam 
lOkOttaram mahAScaryam vakshyE sarvArthasiddhidam —1-7 


The SrinivAsa story is extraordinarily wonderful. Hence, it is different from others and 
meaningful manifold. It is highly appreciated by brahma and other dE vatas as well by 
great sages like nArada. The moment one hears the story, it showers on him/her divine 
knowledge (way to eternal bliss, the mukti) and hence, it is extremely useful to the world. 
It is amazingly great even from brahma and other dEvatas. It grants all the beneficial 
boons which cannot be obtained even by doing yaj~naAs and tapas (austerity, meditation, 


penance, etc.). Because the story is so powerful and beneficial for obtaining liberation, I 
am going to tell you the story elaborately depending on my ability. 
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Maat AAT AAT TAT FAT 
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SEshAcalE yAnmAhAtmya manyakshEtrE n tat kvacit 
tadgata SrInivAsya mahimA nAnyaga@h SuBa@h —1-8 


In the dvApara yuga, the popularly known SEshAcalam had earned a great name for its 
sanctity and mahima. In the entire universe, no other place has earned such a great name 
as SEshAcalam has. SrInivAsa, who resides in such a divinely precious place, the 
SEshAcalm, is an embodiment of such supreme mahima which cannot be found 
elsewhere. 


Even though in other sacred places, the Deities do exhibit mahima and grant boons to the 
Baktas, SrInivAsa’s mahima is far superior and commendable (i.e. is the meaning of the 
phrase mahimA nAnyaga@h). Because of the extraordinary eminence of the Lord, all the 
seven days, all types of special arcanas, and vratams are being performed at the 
SrInivAsa temple. In His presence (i.e., at the temple), every minute spent is sacred and 
auspicious. He is always there for redeeming the Baktas if one invokes Him with sincere 
devotion. 
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vEdEshu ca purANEshu vEmkaTESa kathAmRitam 
varNitam cEtihAsEshu BAratAdyAgamEshu ca —1-9 


Hence, in all the vEdas, purANAs, itihAsas, Agamas like BAratam (called 5th vEda), and 
also in ancient rA4mAyaNam, the sacred story of the Lord SrInivAsa was praised a lot. 
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manO haram tu samSrAvya mihAmutrEshTadAyakam 
J~nAnapradam viSEshENa mahadaiSvaryakAraNam —1-10 
vairAgya BaktisatvA dipradEmadriyavaSapradAm 
vEmkaTAdrau SucikshEtrE@2SucidOshO na vidyatE —1-11 


I will tell you the glorious story of SrlvVEmkaTESa which bestows on devotees: 
* all the wealth and prosperity needed in running day-to-day life 
* knowledge of the Lord needed to attain mOksha 


* Sraddha (steadfastness and faith) to pursue the path of liberation 

* bliss and happiness to the heart and soul 

* detached outlook, righteous behavior to have a control over the senses. 

In order to redeem the Baktas, the Lord left the abode vaikumT ham and is resident at 
vEmkaTAcalam. Hence, the vEmkaTAcalam is such a pure and sacred place that even the 
impure and dirty beings or things get sanctified in the place. Just by nAmasmaraNa of the 
Lord, every thing or being gets purified as per the vishNusahasra nAmam: 

“ysya smaraNa mAtrENa janma samsAra bamdhanAt 

vimucyatE namastasmai vishNavE praBavishNavE” 

The same truth was repeatedly mentioned by sUta in his discussion on vEmkaTESa 
mAhAtmyam. 


According to the North American studies on human behavior, if an idea has to be 
absorbed by a human mind, it requires that the idea has to be repeatedly stressed upon at 
least six times by a preacher or ateacher in a discussion group. This what exactly sUta 
did in stressing the eminence of Sr/vEmkaTESa. 
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tasmAdvEmkaTanAthasya naivEdyam grAhyamuttamam 
tEva kshEmam prajAnAm hi viparltE vivaryaya@h-- 1-12 


The supreme benediction, the prasAdam of SrlvEmkaTESa should be received with 
utmost respect and devotion for prosperity and health of the individual. Otherwise, one 
gets into troubles leading to grief in one’s life. 


The prasAdam of SrlvEmkatE'Sa bestows on the individual yoga & kshEmam: 
1) To get something which was not existing earlier (called acquisition--yO gam) ; 
2) To safe guard the existing thing is called “keep it going without stumbling blocks” 
(kshEmam). 
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kartA hi sR^ishTisthitisamyamAdErdhartA rajassatvatamAmsyanarha@h 
anAdyanamtO vacaSA@ 2nirukta@h sadASrayO dEvavarO varENya@h--1-13 


For the attributes of life, like existence, well-being, proper guidance, knowledge, 
ignorance, entanglement in the relationship, for the ultimate demise as well as for 
mOksha (liberation) of the creations in the universe, the Lord plays the significant role. 
Depending upon the karma bamdham of the individual, the Lord creates the individual to 
go through the sequence of combination of the above attributes , specially customized to 
that specific individual (creation). 


Even though the Lord is the doer of the above mentioned things as well as the primal 
source of the triguNas, He is not attached to the triguNas and He does not go through the 
cycle of birth and deaths like others. The reason being, He is dEvavara: i.e., one who is 
the embodiment of supreme knowledge (j~mAna svarUpa), eternal bliss and happiness 
(Anamda svarUpa) as well as the embodiment of divine glow and splendor (tEjas 
svarUpa). Hence, He is called dEvavara (the best of the Deities). There are 
severalmeanings of the word dEva (like krIDA, vijigishA, vyavahAra, dyuti, stuti, mOda, 


mada, svapna, kAmti and gatishu) but only few of them are picked up for basic 
understanding. 


Such a dEvavara, the Lord SrInivAsa, the lord of all the OKAs, is praised by the Deities 
like brahma, [Svara, etc. and He gives the power and energy to the them and rules over 
them. Hence, the Lord Sr/nivAsa, is the only one worthy of worship and He is the 
ultimate shelter (sad4Srayam) for everybody. 


ISD Hee, 883 JA GORTA Bre Hors 
PBD Lass g DOSOSo Bao See |l--1-14 
Peay vel! fora: ety Wesareat]S ATT: 

Trad Hera THOM PT AS 1-14-14 


nityam brahmA Siva@h SEsha garuDEmdrAdayO@2marA@h 
pUjayamti mahABaktyA vEmkaTESam Sriya saha—I-14 


Deities like brahma, rudra, SEsha, garutmAn,Imdra, etc., always worship Sr/nivAsa who 
is associated with lakshmi. Similarly, lakshmi also worships the Lord Sr/nivAsa even 
though she is always associated with Him as His beloved wife. He is worshipped by all as 
He is the most supreme Lord. 
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carAcaragururdE va@h sarvasAkshl mahESvara@, 

Japyasta pyO@hreanlyaSca smaryO dhyEyO@hKilairapi@h ||-- 1-15 


For the living creatures like human beings, He is the supreme teacher of the divine 
knowledge. For the creation like trees, ete., He is the motivator and benefactor (i.e., 
karta). For the entire creation, All the time, He is the only direct witness (i.e., 
sAkshIBUta) who knows what the entire creation is doing knowingly or un-knowingly 
(good as well as bad). Such Sr/nivAsa who is the Lord of all the Deities should be 
worthy of great esteem, worship and chanting the name by all the creation all the time. 


For those, who do not have the ability to do Bajan and pUja, a simple way out is to chant 
the Lord’s name and glory. 
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tanmanA stadgataprANO BaktyAtannAma samsmarEt 
gOdAnnaSvamEdhA dhyA@h kanyAdAnAnyasamKyayA—l-16 
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asamKyamErusauvarNa dAnAnyanyAnyanEkaSa@h 
tannAmasmR“ityatulyAni mAhAtmyam kimutAdButam—1-17 


With steady mind and concentrating all the energy (prANa) on the Lord, as well as 
understanding the m4hAtmyam of the Lord, one should chant the name and glory of the 


Lord with deep devotion. Innumerable gifts like (gift of cows [g0 d4nam], gift of 
unmarried girls [kKanyAdAnam to the bride grooms for auspicious marriage] , aSvamEdha 
yaj~nas, giving huge heaps of gold as charity) are not at all a match to the chanting of the 
Lord’s name and glory. The vishNusahasra nAma stOtram also establishes this fact 
strongly. 
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itiSEshENa kathitam kapilAya mahAtmanE 
kapliAKya mahAyOgi sakASAttu mayASrutam— 1-18 


The great sage sUta was saying that the mAhAtmyam of the Lord was told to him by his 
guru kapila (one of the avatAras of the Lord hari). The great kapila was in turn told by 
the great AdiSEsha, the thousand hooded serpent king, the bed of SrI hari. 
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atO vO mamgaLArtham ca SR‘iNudhvam yanmayOcyatE—1-19 
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis: 


Iam going to tell you the glory of the Lord SrinivAsa, as heard from my guru kapila 
muni. I will reveal to you from now on the means by which one can obtain the mercy of 
the Lord to realize the benefits and His Grace. 
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SrlvEmkaTESayAtrArtham gacCadhvam sudR‘iDhavratA@h 
vishNusamdarSanam kR^itvA BaktimamtO jitEmdriyA@h-- 1-20 


You should go on afoot on a pilgrimage to visit Sr/nivAsa, the Lord with utmost 
dedication, devotion and control over your senses. By hearing the glory of the Lord, by 
fixing your mind firmly on Him, by chanting the name of Him, control your senses and 
pay a visit to see the Lord vEmkaTESa (the one who is within the all the beings and the 
one who rules all of us) in vEmkaTAcalam. 


WED DOD DV KOS ea SRE 

Sg Sy Dg 986) B s ll--1-21 
AAA A FEAT WTI TMA: 
eae aaa Mast Se: 1-1-21 


stOtram kurudhvam bahudhA BagavadguNa varNanai(@h 
svaguNOtkarsha vij~nAnA dyathA pritirmnijE harE@h--1-21 


According to the manOdharma (mental make up and ability) and firm devotion, one 
should please Sr/nivAsa, the Lord and praise the virtues of Him. 
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na tAdR^ISI pritirasti hyaj~nAnyathA matau 
BaktyA stOtrENa samtushTa@h sarvEshAni pravarshati—1-22 


The virtues of hari are immensely praised in SrivishNu sUktam and purusha sUktam and 
one should accordingly worship the Lord in order to please Him. On the contrary, if one 
worships Him, without recognizing His virtues and mAhAtmyam, the Lord SrInivAsa will 
not be pleased. If only one worships Him with utmost sincerity and devotion, then only 
one gets his/her desires fulfilled. 
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Bakti stOtrAdihInEshu dayApAmgO na sarvathA 
Atra va@h kathayAmIshTamitihAsam purAtanam—1-23 
Less blessed are those, who are not devoted and do not offer prayers in praise of the Lord. 


In this connection, the great sage sUta narrates an old story to impress the importance of 
devotion. 
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Yasya smaraNamAtrENa BaktirvishNupadAmbujE 


vAyuSishyO dEvaSarmA vishNuBaktO jitEmdriya@h- 1-24 
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis: 


“Tam going to narrate to you the story of a devoted person, called dEvaSarma, a student 
of vAyu dEva. By hearing his story, your mind gets fixed on the Lord SrinivAsa’s 
glorious feet. The person, dEvaSarma was a strong devotee of Lord SrivishNu (Lord 
SrInivAsa is no other than SrivishNuy’. 
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tapasvl bahunishThavAn sarvadA vishNucimtanE 

mamatAhamkA ravarjyO vishayEshu virAgavAn—1-25 

The devotee dEvaSarma was always involved deeply in the tapas (austerity, meditation, 
penance, etc.) aspects as proclaimed in the vEd4s and SastrAs. He was always immersed 


in thinking of the Lord SrivishNu: “ The Lord always protects us”. With such a devotion, 
he was able to conquer ego, jealousy and attachment. 
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shaTcCatruvijayl SAmta@h shaTtaramgasuBamgakR^it 
kuTumbE na mana@hkArl dAridryatpIDitO@2pi ca—1-26 
The sage sUta was talking to Saunaka munis: 


The great devotee dEvaSarma, had managed to overcome anger, desires, greediness, and 
jealousy, ego, pride and pomp, as well as attachment (usually called six causes 
[arishDvargAs] which makes one very unhappy). He always thought “Happiness and 
unhappiness are given by the Lord as per one’s own good or bad deeds (karma)”. 


Hence, he cultivated the great qulaity called Samam (patience, perseverance and balanced 
attitude towards worldly things in daily life) even though he was extemely poor. There 
are six varieties of suffering (called as shaTtaramg) in one’s life. They are caused due to 
craziness after food and drinks, sorrow, attachment and aging (due to old age) and death. 


He managed to get over some of them. He developed a steady mind on the Lord with an 
attitude of detached outlook towards his wife, family and worldly things. 
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area wea Peal aaa Seay 
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BAryA prArthitO nityam dAridryApagamEcC ayA 

bO nAtha! hE patE! svAmin! prasida karuNAkara!—1-27 

The sincere wife told dEvaSarma “O beloved husband! Great person, ever involved in 


deep devotion to the God! My kind-hearted husband! Please have pity on us and pay 
attention to get rid of the poverty facing our family” 
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kshudhayA pIDitA bAIA stava putrASca kEvalam 

na SaktA@ 2hamaraNyEshu kamdamUlArjanAdishu—1-28 

“Your children are starving for want of food. I am incapacitated to go to the forest and 
search for potatoes, etc. (kanda mUla), fruits and vegetables” 
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rakshakO mama nAnyO@2sti SiSUnAm pAlanE@2pi ca 
kR“ipAm kurushva SiSushu vij~nApanamidam SR^iNu— 1-29 


“T do not have any other person as my protector. Nobody else is there to take care of the 
children. Please take care of them and pay attention to my words.” 
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kulasvAmIshTa dEvO nO jagadrakshaNadtkshita@h 

SaraNAgata samtrANa@h SrInivAsassatAm gati@h-- 1-30 

PpAlakO hi bahUnAm ca BaktAnAm Baktavatsala@h 

tallakshmIpatipAdAbjam gatvA tatprArthanAm kuru—1-31 

“Our beloved Lord Sr/nivAsa is famous as the Protector, the Shelter (SaraNAgati) for the 
poor and needy people. He shows compassion towards the devotees and takes care of the 
devotees. This fact is well known since ages. Please get hold of the divine feet of the 
Lord and pray for His Grace”. 


One can dwell on the word SaraNA gati for ever. Several elaborate explanations and 
stOtrAs related to the powerful word SaraNA gati are available in the literature dedicated 
to spiritualism. However, the word SaraNAgati is explained briefly as: 


Thinking that the omni-potent Lord alone is the shelter and protector, one should 
surrender himself to the Almighty, the Lord in mind, word and deed (i.¢., trikaraNa 
Suddhi). This aspect of behavior of an individual is called SaraNAgati. The same thing is 
expressed in Bagavadglta-- the Lord kR^ishNa, teold arjuna “sarva dharmAn parityajya 
mAmEkam SaraNam vraja” 
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tEna pritO BavEtsadya@h tatO@2smajjlvanam BavEt 

prasldatvam dayAsimdhO dayAm kuru dayAm kuru—1-32 

“ By invoking Him as a SaraNAgata, the Lord SrinivAsa will be pleased and our life will 
be prosperous. O kind-hearted husband, have marcy on us, have mercy on us”. 
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TPH TATA TUPAAAATAST | -1-33 

Iti dainyEna mahatA prArthitO@ 2harniSam tayA 

Na svIcakAra tadvAkyam tapOviGnaBayA ttadA— 1-33 


In spite of his wife’s pleading, the devotee dEvaSarma did not bother about his family 
fearing that his tapas (austerity, meditation, penance, etc.) and pursuit of Atmaj~nAnam 
will be disturbed if he starts paying attention to his family problems. 
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Rer aae THTS ATA 
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dishTyA cAdR^ishTapAkEna tadguru rvAyurAgamat 

patipratAyAm SiSushu prasanna@h karuNAnidhi@h--1-34 

Just at that time, dEvaSarma’s guru vAyu dEva appeared before his student. The reasons 
might be: The vAyu dEva was either deeply disturbed by the poverty of his student or 
very much concerned with the misery (due to poverty) of the devoted wife and children 
of his student. 

Sometimes, when the time is right to put an end to the miseries of an individual (d4ridrya 
parihAram), the Lord works mysteriously to help him or her. Due to the unperturbed 
tseadfast devotion to the Lord vishNu, vAyu dEva might have considered to help him to 


get out of the misery caused by poverty. 
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tapO@2vasAnE samprAptam svagurum jagatAm gurum 
dR*ishTvA mudA dEvaSarnA sahasOttham cAdarAt—1-35 
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aN ay: oe rea AEH TAH PRAT 1 --1-36 


sAshTAmgam tam praNamyAtha baddhAmjalipuTO@ 2BavEt 

tatO vAyu@h prAha Sishyam madhuram vacanam hitam—1-36 

While dE vaSarma was doing the penance, his teacher v4 yu dE va, appeared before him. 
The student dEvaSarma, immediately prostrated before his guru, worshipped him with 
reverence and started looking for his guru’s advice. Pleased very much by his student’s 
invocation, v4 yu dEva gave much needed and helpful advice to him in a pleasing tone. 


BAd goča gig AgS Göy Sr OBS) 
Sdseing SAAI Sge: ll--1-37 


SAARA AT, Wee, AT 
Ele A 


SrImadvEmkaTanAthasya yAtrArtham gacCa mA ciram 
thnEhAmutra th @2BishTasiddhirBavati nAnyathA(@h—1-37 


“My dear student! You must go on a pilgrimage tour to vEmkaTAcalam immediately 
without any delay. This trip will not only bring you prosperity and happiness now as well 
as in the future (1.¢., ihalOka sauKyam in this life and para lOka sauKyam [mOksham] 
afterwards). Never have doubts about the outcome of this pilgrimage. Otherwise, your 
miseries may not end”. 


08308 öd: DSPZOSSD° o: 

ÁF Ár É Sodes BHD Sey WHS Sall--1-38 

mafra Anfa: qama: 

aari ee: Mt mea AREA | -1-38 

lakshmIpatE rdayAsimdhO@h brahmAdivaradAyina@h 

yAtrAyAmmAstu samdEha@h SlGram gacCa suBaktiman—I1-38 

“The kind-hearted Lord Sr/vEmkaTESa, is the husband of lakshmi, the Goddess of 


wealth and prosperity. He is the benefactor of the Deities like brahma and others. Hence, 
have faith and dedication and go on this pilgrimage without any more delay”. 


38 OPOJ DÉ hier wdindds: 
SwTVOHyToH' SH 26 Ipes sð: l--1-39 


Sit Sareea at TOUT aT ee: 

aiena en AATE: | 1-39 

Iti dEvAdyttamEna guruNA vAyunErita@h 
muhurmuhurBOditO@2tha vishNuyAtrAmahAdara@h— 1-39 
HES HSH BT htoarss Sar ss 

OSAF Dors oog d z oova Šll--1-40 


SS Tce + q TH | --1-40 


gurUktamartham jagrAha guruvAkyE sadA rata@h 
gurUpadESO balavAn gurOrj~nAnam na lamGayEt— 1-40 
yh cae are SSA EET 


5 BS0SESs SOOS Í: ll--1-41 


EERE TAT ATATA 
SAPENA HAARET: | 1-41 


ae anusamdhA ya pratasthE SEshaparvatam 
tatra SrlvEmkaTESasya samdarSanam ahAdara@h—1-41 


Thus, preached repeatedly by the famous Deity, the great guru vAyu dEva, dEvaSarma 
got inspired very much (even prompted very much by his soul [Atma]) to undertake the 
pilgrimage to vEemkaTAcalam with great dedication and devotion. 


The Sishya dEvaSarma got convinced by the guru’s words and he did not want to disobey 
his guru’s advice. If one obeys his guru sincerely, and follows the guru’s advice, one is 
bound to get the utmost benefit out of that advice (even the presence of the Almighty 
SrInivAsa). He is the guru who shows the right path to prosperity (SrEyassu) and wisdom 
(j~nAna) leading to mOksha. The others are not real gurus. Only the real guru can show 
the right path of devotion leading to salvation. It is an established fact that one gets 
concentration and steadfast faith in the Lord if he or she undergoes proper training from a 
real guru and eventually gets blessed by the guru for his or her dedication and devotion 
and sincerity. Such a sense of devotion and dedication cannot be obtained by reading 
spiritual books and scriptures alone. If one does not get blessed by his or her guru, the 
individual will only acquire half-baked knowledge (which is not at all good very often). 
Half-baked knowledge will lead one to ignorance, the root cause of ego. Innocence is 
better than ignorance. 


The devoted dE vaSarma was finally convinced by his guru’s advice and he went on a 
pilgrimage to vEmkaTAcalam with utmost sincerity, dedication and devotion. 


BSS SSD AMD BSodS MoI SH 


u ods SÖT% wsosdodciseadds ||--1-42 

ai TEMA Aa AATA | -1-42 

Anamdaj~nAnadam vishNum AnamdamayanAmakam 

AnamdEni dadarSAtha AnamdanilayA layE— 1-42 

Lord SrInivAsa bestows on an individual worldly happiness (day to day prosperity and 
wealth disappear after a while) as well as eternal everlasting bliss (mukti). The Lord is 
named as total happiness. The total happiness and the Lord are not two different entities. 
They are one and the same. The scriptures describe Him as Anamdamaya svarUpa (i.e., 
The Lord is the embodiment of unboundesd eternal bliss and happiness). Such a Lord is 
the only resourceful place (Anamda nilayam) for unbounded happiness. Finally 
dEvaSarma visited the abode of total happiness vEmkaTacalam where the Anamda 
svarUpa SrlvEmakTESa resides to bless the devotees on the earth even though the Lord 


is the omni-present vishNu. 
ose, Saab DPD OEP DEP YS V 


SFB HSS) SD ÍBD 
sess S Sod jars SS 3 Se 8 Sow 8a ll--1-43 


CEASE ARTTA 

HERATA WA ASTRA 

TAPE cous WT AeA HH -1-43 

viharamtam SrIdharAByAm nAnAlllAvilAsinam 
BaktadarSanamAtrENa prasannam mamdahAsinam 

SrlvEmkaTESam samdR^ishTvA BaktyA cakrE@2tha samstutim— 1-43 


In vEmkaTAcalam, dEvaSarma saw the Lord SrlvEmkaTESa with his two amorous wives 
Sridevi and BUdEvi. The moment, the Lord sees His devotees, His ever smiling face 
glows with compassionate looks. After seeing the Lord, dEvaSarma devotedly prayed. 


od GS585 35 a> was 

OSES" i: 
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SIPSI, Sarva, SIPSI, Sass Xs ||--1-44 


ay aipa Tele: 

Sq TATA A: 

aaa sated anà anfia 
TATA TATAAT AHTAAT TATA: 1-1-44 


atha dEvaSarmakR‘itA stuti@h 
dEvaSarmO vA ca@h 
dayAnidhE dayAnidhE dayAnidhE dayAnidhE 
namOnamO namOnamO namOnamO namOnama@h--1-44 
After seeing the Lord, dEvaSarma devotedly prayed thus: 
“O kind-hearted Lord who can destroy all demonic thoughts of an individual, who can 
bestow eternal bliss, who can redeem an individual from pApa (bad deeds) and who can 
bestow the boons for the devotees! My salutations to you, my salutations to you, my 
salutations to you!!!.” 
The word dayAnidhE has several meanings. A brief summary of the meanings is provided 
here as I donot want to overwhelm the readers with detailed Sanskrit explanations: 

1) place for compassion; 2) destroyer of demonic thoughts; 3) one who redeems 

from bad deeds (pApa); 3) bestower of eternal bliss ; 4) who grants all the boons. 


The devotee dEvaSarma prayed to the Lord (the following s{OKAs can be used for daily 
pArAyaNa (prayer) to get blessed by the Lord SrlvEmkaTESa): 


SIATA IAS SH yeooHS04S: 
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IAr S0 ŠT Bð OHy5 |--1-45 


saaa TAT maaa RT: 

TEAL TAA aaa RAT: 1-1-45 

SrIpadmanABapadmESa padmajESEmdravamdita@h 

padmamAlin padmanEtra padmA BayadarAriBRit— 1-45 

O Lord! You are the one who has a lotus in your naval the birth place of brahma. 

You are the lord of Goddess lakshmi You are prayed by brahma, rudra, dEvEmdra and 
other Deities. You are the person who has the garland of lotus flowers hanging from you 
neck to feet. You are the lotus eyed person. You have four hands: SamKam, cakra, lotus 
in three of your hands and the fourth hand is always ready to bless the devotees (aBaya 
hasta). 


The popular saying is: “ Goddess lakshmi, being the servant of the Lord was in the form 
of water and from the Lord’s naval, a beautiful golden lotus blossomed from which 
brahma was born.” 

25 gad dS 3 adds SOgsryS 5 ySonss 

SS ÄIS SoS Aevdsdg @L055a Il--1-46 

TIT Tae AAAS TSAI: 

ACTST ATO WAFITA TECH | 1-46 

padmapANE padmapAda sarvahR‘itpadmasamsthita@h 

tvatpA dapadmayugaLam praNamA myatisumdaram-1-46 

You have the most tender and handsome hands like the lotus flower. You have the feet 


like lotus. You reside at the lotus flowers like hearts of the people. O Lord! I pray with 
sincere devotion to Y our handsome lotus feet. 


According to the scriptures, the Lord’s right foot is called “su” (represents j~nAna 
svarUpa) and the left foot is called “var” (represents Anamda svarUpa). Hence, one 
should worship both the feet in order to obtain mOksha, (the cumulative effect of 
worshipping both the feet). One gets blessed a lot, even if one understands a little bit of 
the benefit of worshipping the beauty of the Lord’s feet. 

ERS Äh AES gmodg Sod) BIS Ha 

Sy IT? Smreagis Áeda S I--1-47 


aama Aen aa AAAA 
THAI TAA TRA | 1-47 
tvatpA dapadma mAhAtmyamapyanamtam trivikramam 


yatkanishThAmguLi nakamaNyagra guNasamgatAn—1-47 
wSosa WITOSA 58508 85) SoS) 
VwossregadSE Cow sy gars |l--1-48 
Gord WarSrare KrSS0S HST | 

AAT aAa TA ATTA TAL 

maam Satara SATATALAATT™ 1-1-48 

Ted Were aiT MTT | 

anamtAn suviSEshAmSca paSyamtl SrIrniramtaram 


stOtukAmA@2kshINadlkshA harshAdAScaryasAgarE- 1-48 
gahanE gAhamAnA@2Budanamta SrutyagOcarE 


O Lord! The greatness of your lotus feet is awesome. During the vAmana avatAra, with 
Your mighty feet, you occupied the fourteen worlds (caturdaSa BuvanAs) and delivered 
the ganga water by ripping the universe. The grandeur of your feet is eternal, pervading 


the entire universe, and unabated supremacy. Even the edge of the nail of the smallest 
finger of Your foot shines like a diamond displaying exhilarating special features (1.¢., 
this is a metaphoric way of expressing that nobody can comprehend even a very .. very 
tiny bit of His mA hAtmyam). Description of each of these special features is extremely 
difficult even to the Goddess lakshmi, who is all the time sincere, devotional and full of 
wisdom. The Goddess lakshmi finds herself unable to comprehend the grandeur of Your 
lotus feet which cannot be even fully revealed by the v¥'d4s and SastrAs. She finally 
gives up and with inquisitive mind starts praying eagerly and happily to Your lotus feet. 


The scriptures say “The past, present and future, sattva, rAjO and tapo guNAs, trilokAs, 
dEva mAnava, dAnava jAtis, cEtana, acEtana as well as the combinations of them are all 


occupied by His feet”. 
Sgar Bs YSTÄVÄ: ll--1-49 


ARA T: AAAA: 1-1-49 


tvayOpadishTO ya@h putravAtsalyaA ccaturAnana@h— 1-49 
SÉTA S Garo edsoSMoomnm Ha 
PErgd QOOrSrea” Seas*GSor A ll--1-50 


ASTI a WATT IHTT A 
ATT TARTATAT WATS ARTES | -1-50 


tvadguNAnam ca gaNavAn Anamdamatulam Bajan 
nAdyA pi virarAmAsau gaNanAddEvarADapi-1-50 
With all fatherly love, You taught brahma Your mahima. The best of the Deities, the four 
faced brahma could not even comprehend the special virtues of the edge of the nail of 
Your smallest finger of Your lotus foot (i.e., not even a tiny bit of Your mAhAtmayam) 
re he started praising the great virtues of You with full gusto and joy. 

THasss deda SWOS dS: 


Toh ah ge arae dosy aT ghBSSD |--1-51 
aa: Sites qarida: 


TER ne ott AA AAARATTTATA 1-1-51 

sahasravadana@h SEshO@2SEsha vEdArthakOvida@h 

nAham jAnE iti brUtA yannaKAgravaiBavam—1-51 

The AdiSEsha, the thousand hooded serpent king, the bed for Sr/vishNu, who has 
complete knowledge of the vEd4s with the meaning, who always watches You with 
thousand hoods, is unable to comprehend the special virtues of the edge of the nail of 
Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., not even a tiny bit of Your mAhAtmayam). 
ulo: INOS wg S325 35) Dd Sg 5 ||--1-52 


aiadat: ATT Patera qar F 1-1-52 


anamtavEdA@h BAshamtE hyanyO@2nyam pravicArya ca-1-52 

The Deities who know all the vE dAs with meaning, do not comprehend Your Grace and 
Virtues and hence, they cannot even understand the special virtues of the edge of the nail 
of Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., not even a tiny bit of Your mAhAtmayam). 


OS EIZ SLATO IVT: a8 SF D BPO" gS.) Dats 

Sg dors gÂ IVT: SSrgaS SH dw Saeas ||--1-53 
Uh Berar. Mat: TH BMT Ae Tat TACT: 

wa Sar: FATT TAHT: AAT SATAY ATENT: | 1-53 


Ekai kasminnadhikArE niyuktA@h Ekai kaSO brahmapUrvASca vishNO 
sarvE dEvA@h svAdhikArE niyuktA@h satyAdilOkEshu yathAkramENa@h—1-53 


The Deities like brahma and others were appointed by You in order to undertake their 
duties. They are enjoying their power with pomp and joy in Satya lOka, svarga lOka, 
sUrya ane camdra lOka, .. ete., with Your Grace. 
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SADE) Sedo Seder Owe Sore WS? Sods CoersIrsH |l--1-54 
Waitt Aes Aare Asis MTs TAT 
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Bajamti cEshTAni mahAdarENa Bajamti SeshAcalagam ramESam 

vayam tvanamtA hariNA niyuktA vEdA@A stutau svasya guNAnuBAvam-1-54 

Even though the Deities like brahma and others, are enjoying their power with pomp and 
joy in various [OKAs, they worship You, the resident of SEshAcalam, the husband of the 
Goddess lakshmi, with utmost sincerity and devotion. They always think “We are able to 
hold our position and status for ever only due to Your immense Grace and mAhAtmyam. 
We, who happen to create vEd4s and know the meaning of vEdAs ( because of You), are 
the appointees of You to praise Your Eminence only”. 


ers g Šos 0i S? HS SE SDO COELEN 

QS Moss Schwsgsys Blow SsSomraae 6 > $505) l--1-55 
TET: TATA Aq TAATA heey 

eat Patera eta aT MIATA AT PATA | 1-55 


guNAstvanamtA@h paramAtmanO yat padOnaKAgrastha guNaikadESam 
stutau militvA vayamapyaSaktA@h vEdA stvanamtAjanitAstadartham—I-55 


The Deities like brahma and others always think “ Because Your virtues are eternal, we 
and the vEdAs are also eternal (due to Your Grace). We, as a group cannot dare to 
describe Your infinitely huge m4hAtmyam. We may be able to do so to some extent, the 
special virtues of the edge of the nail of Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., a tiny bit 
of Your mAhAtmyam). May be we are existing to describe a small fraction of Your 
Eminence”. 


NSW LIBS DBSOS Arg B SIPRI 
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sa afar TULL STAGE] q carat ara: 
ST AT) Hea: ATTA AT Tos Satsra aT HATS PAGE: || 1-56 


Evam suniScitya guNaikadESa mAhAtmyamE tE tvavijAnamAnA@h 

Upa (upa) krAntA@h stOtumathO guNaika dESO@2pyanamtA tmayA@ 2BivR“iddha@h 
Even the special virtues of the edge of the nail of Your smallest finger of Your foot (i.e., 
a tiny bit of Your mA hAtmyam) is found to be growing unabated and it is getting difficult 
for proper praise and appreciation even for the vEdAs and the Deities. Knowing their 
limits, they are trying to describe Your Eminence in a small way as per their capabilities. 
If that is the case, is there any one who can really describe Your Eminence completely? 


SQ) D&8 B59 2 See WH OSS) head Sa ase OS parmesan 
8 ONS BrSghGS ed ches meg oe How? gÉ |l--1-57 


aH tee Nee ay TO Aer AT PASTAS 
a Uae qaa Telt WO AAA: maaga | 1-57 


tam vikshya tEenyO@ 2nya@2mathO curEkam guNam vadA mO visR“ijAmaSEshAn 
A rEBirE pUrvavadEva tE@2pi guNA hyanamtA@h PaladAstvAvR“itASca—I-57 


Because the special virtues of the edge of the nail of Your smallest finger of Your foot 
(i.e., a tiny bit of Your mAhAtmyam) is found to be growing unabated, the Deities, the 
lovers of the vEd4s, in consultation with each other, decided to describe the tiny bit of 
mAhAtmyam as per their limitations. As a consequence, each special virtue started 
growing unbounded as usual yielding fruitful results. 


The popular saying is “If one starts describing the Lord’s virtues, slowly he or she gets 
to know the omni-potential omni-presence, omni-science and supreme divine knowledge 
aspects (by His Grace). In result, one finds himself or herself at a loss to describe His 
Eminence”, 
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guNA isamamtAt SuBadairanamtai@h prattkaSa@h kiraNAnlva pUshNa@h 

vidiksu dikshUrdhvamadhyaSca dEvA@h dR\ishT vA guNAnadButA nityavOcan- 1-58 

It is amazing to see that Your special virtues are so supreme, powerful, penetrating and 
omni-present every where that they even surpass the sun’s rays which spread all over the 
universe. Those who know the vEdAs, the vEd4s and the Deities talk amongst 
themselves” The Lord’s virtues penetrate all the fourteen worlds (Sun’s rays are limited 
in that sense.) Each of His virtues is not only growing in all dimensions unabated and 
spreading all over without any exemption but also providing prosperity everywhere”. 


Opa» TLD SES are THD wESIOd 3 Sane Powers 
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A A A Te R TPA T: T AAT 
TATA AAT: A RA AAAA, TRAT | -1-59 


drashTum SrOtum kIrtitum vA@2pi bOddhum aSakyam n@h kimuta stOtumEtAn 
asmA natltAn vayamalpasArA@h kim varNayAmO@2lamalam praSamsayA—1-59 


Those who know the vEd4s, the vEdAs and the Deities talk amongst themselves “We are 
unable comprehend His virtues as we are unable to see, hear and describe them. It is 
beyond our limits to describe His virtues with our constrained knowledge due to our 
limited talents. So we better stop describing His virtues. Hence, let us start praising His 
virtues”. 
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STD Ss OJOS BQ SoSH IP EShg l--1-60 


sATA: AA Ta RATA AT 
Taeft FT mamm a ATRIA: 1-1-60 


ityuktavamta@h svamanO@2nusArAt guNAnEtAn varNayAmAsu ramjasA 
tathA@2pi tE pAdanaKAgrEshu guNEshvanamtEshu viBAjitasya- 1-60 
OBSS OBSS: SSGS eA DÁI S Soars 


SNE bára rs Š 0p: S5 ýS S68 SÉS l--1-61 


Tiers TÒRT: ANRT EA A aT: 
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guNAikadESasya guNaikadESa@h pravarNitO@2mSA bahavO na varNitA@h 
Evam Os Chara gas S08 EER SaktA nAsan varNanE tvadguNanAm—1-61 
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wSoSSTH Sry WS T EESTE ll--1-62 


qaen pa: THT MAHA: 
aidara EARTH 1 -1-62 


yatsamastaguNAnvishNO@h varNanE SaktivarNitA@h 
anamtavEdAstadBUman guNamAhA tmyamldR’iSam- 1-62 


Those who know the vEd4s, the v¥'d4s and the Deities started again praising with 
devotion and sincerity one of the unabated special virtues of the edge of the nail of His 
smallest finger of His foot that too a very .. very tiny bit of His mAhAtmyam. Even 
then, they find it very..very difficult. The Goddess lakshmi, brahma, rudra, AdiSEsha and 
the lovers of vEdAs are also similarly unable to fully describe you properly. If that is the 
case who will dare to do so? 


Thus, the first chapter describes the eminence of the Lord’s lotus feet as praised by the 
devotee dEvaSarma. 


